[Kinetic values of lymphoscintigraphy of sentinel ganglion in cutaneous cervicofacial melanomas].
The aim of this study was to evaluate the lymphoscintigraphy appearance time (LAT) of the sentinel lymph node (SLN) in head and neck cutaneous melanoma and to determine whether a correlation exists between LAT and SLN status (negativity or positivity). In vivo study. A retrospective cohort of 33 patients with Breslow index >or= 1.5 mm, Clark index >or= 4 mm, and ulceration > 1 mm underwent a lymphoscintigraphy and SLN biopsy for a cutaneous head and neck melanoma. LAT was noted and correlated to SLN status, Breslow and Clark indices, ulceration, and recurrence. Sixty SLNs were identified; 58 were removed, and 17 were positive. In 31% (n = 18), the LAT was < 10 minutes; in 59% (n = 34), the LAT was > 10 minutes and < 30 minutes; and in 10% (n = 6), the LAT was > 30 minutes. SLN was significantly positive (p = .02) when the LAT was less than 10 minutes and the negative predictive value was 100% for LAT > 30 minutes. A recurrence was significantly observed (p = .02) for LAT < 10 minutes. LAT > 30 minutes is associated with negative SLN in head and neck melanoma; however, a prospective study on a more important cohort is needed for a better evaluation of this new variable.